How to build a Harmonious society Reported by Dr  Abid
This peace conference was held on Sunday 3rd April 2011 at Darul Aman in Manchester and was organised by Majlis Ansarullah. Around thirty non-Ahmadi guests were present and the meeting started at 5.05pm with Tilawat by Atiq Butt and English translation by Dr Imran Khan. Dr Tanveer Arif then gave an introduction to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association, explaining the origins of the Jamaat and all the current charitable work being undertaken by the Jamaat around the world.  The Regional Ansar Zaeem explained that the Promised Messiah has indeed already come in the form of Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who was the metaphorical second coming of Jesus. Ahmadi Muslims are now found in 195 countries and number tens of millions, since the Jamaat was founded in 1889, in Qadian, India. The motto of the Jamaat is “Love for All Hatred for None”.
Abdul Basit Rajpoot then introduced the Labour MP for Manchester Central, the Right Honourable Tony Lloyd. Mr Lloyd addressed the audience and thanked the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association for the work they are doing across the world to help communities, promote peace and help people live together in harmony.
Ch. Waseem Ahmad then introduced the main speaker, the Imam of the London Mosque, Maulana Ataul Mujeeb Rashed. Imam Sahib started by stating we are all created by God Almighty and that one day we will go back to Him. There is no exception to this rule and all religions agree that people are created by God. Therefore, to build a good society we need to find out what God wants. The message of God has to be paid attention to and it is the “Path” given to us by God. We need to tread on that Path and this is what religion is, as laid down by God.
In society, people come into contact with each other all the time. They need to working selflessly with each other. They should not look down upon other people or hate people. Instead people should respect and help each other to make a harmonious society. Islam says to establish a harmonious society it is a journey of a lifetime and starts from individuals. People need to have peace in their hearts, which can spread to family members. This peace can then spread to society, the country and finally be achieved globally. This is how to establish a harmonious society.
The Holy Prophet in Islam gave the example that society is likened to parts of the body. If all the parts are healthy then the body will be healthy. The same is true for society. If one person has a problem then all society should be affected. For example, if my neighbour is hungry, I should feel that I have to assist him and help him obtain some food.
Another example is a building which is made of bricks and steel, which are all joined and connected to provide a sound structure. If the steel and bricks are not connected or supported then the structure will not be safe. People in society should always be helping and caring for each other.
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Imam Sahib then outlined some Islamic principles applying to all people. The first one is that every human has the absolute freedom to choose his belief. It says in the Holy Qur’an:

“There is no compulsion in religion” (2:257)
However, this freedom is there on the condition, that all of us will one day stand in front of our Creator. On this day of Reckoning, everyone will be held accountable for all their actions in their life. We will have to justify our actions to God.
It is sometimes erroneously said that Islam was spread by the sword. Real peace can be established if no force is put on anybody. The Prophet of Islam was sent to all people, as it says in the Holy Qur’an;
“Say, O mankind! Truly I am a Messenger to you all from Allah...” (7:159)

Islam promotes a concept of equality. People have different colours, education, beliefs, etc. The Islamic concept is that we are all part of humanity and are all one, hence should be treated as one. Any divisions between people are man-made. In the Holy Qur’an it states:
“...and We have made you into tribes and sub-tribes that you may recognise one another. Verily the most honourable among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the most righteous among you.” (49:14)

Once the Holy Prophet saw the funeral of a Muslim with the dead body being carried. The Prophet stood up as a sign of respect. Later on, he saw another funeral procession approaching him, this time of a Jewish person. Again the Holy Prophet stood up out of respect. A companion whispered to the Holy Prophet that this funeral was that of a Jew. The Holy Prophet replied “Is he not a human being?”
This is a beautiful example of the Holy Prophet which shows respect should be shown to everyone. Islam treats all the people the same. Racial discrimination is man-made and causes divisions. All religions and prophets are from God. It is compulsory for Muslims to believe in all prophets. When any leader of any religion or nation comes to you, he should be shown due respect.
The founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah stated on this topic:
If anyone sees the house of a Hindu neighbour on fire and does not come forward to help extinguish the fire, most surely I declare that he does not belong to me. If anyone of my followers, having seen someone attempting to murder a Christian, does not endeavour to save (the Christian), I most truly declare that he does not belong to us.’

(Roohani Khazain Vol 12: Sirajum Muneer. p. 28)

All people, the old, sick, disabled, poor, should be shown respect and dignity by everyone. The Muslim greeting, “Assalamo Alaikum” which means peace be with you, is an exchange for everyone, whether you know that person or not. This is the beautiful teaching of Islam which spreads the message of peace all the time, even when greeting a person.
Service to mankind goes a long way to establish a harmonious society. If people have the value of service of mankind in them, this will help establish a harmonious society. Some people are struggling with poverty and need assistance. Islam inculcates the value of service of mankind into people’s hearts. It states in the Holy Qur’an:

“And in their wealth was a share for one who asked for help and for one who could not” (51:20)

Islam says it is an obligation that rich people pay some money to the poor people. This is another principle that helps establish a harmonious society.
Another important principle is that everyone can be called upon to help for a noble cause. For example, if there is a need to build a school in a developing country, people should always go and help. 
Imam Sahib concluded by saying that these are the principles for establishing a harmonious society. It is a lifelong job to achieve this. If we honestly believe in a harmonious society, we all have to work together, irrespective of religion, colour and caste to achieve a harmonious society. If we can do this, I can assure you we will have peace in that society.

Imam Sahib then took many questions from the audience. The first question asked for Imam Sahib’s reaction to the recent burning of the Holy Qur’an in America. He stated this act was very sad, regrettable and disappointing. All the Christians who Imam Sahib had met recently, condemned this extremely offensive and obnoxious act. However, the response of Muslims should not be a similar act. Instead they should show patience and pray to God, as the Qur’an is the Word of God and God himself will safeguard the Qur’an.
Another question was how we can influence the media in a positive way on Islam. The reply was that it is an uphill task as the media has its own agenda. People who have the authority on the media need to change. Many good and charitable things are being done by Muslims, but are not reported. However, if one Muslim explodes a bomb, then this “Muslim terrorist” is reported in the media. The media never says “Jewish terrorist” or “Christian terrorist”. If 60 people died in a plane crash, is it reported that 20 Christians, 20 Jews and 20 Muslims have died? No it is not. We are doing our best to remove any misunderstandings about Islam, but it will take time and more efforts are needed.
The next question was how culture and religion can work together. Imam Sahib explained culture is the behaviour of people in some place. Religion is a divine thing and a message given by God. Islam is a global religion and religion is always given the top priority. Culture is under religion and can only be followed if it does not conflict with religion.
A guest asked, if Islam means peace, why is there no peace in the Middle-East? Imam Sahib gave an analogy. If a patient is unwell and goes to the Doctor, he is given a prescription. He then goes to the Chemist and obtains his medicine. But if he then leaves his medicine on the shelf at home without taking it, how can he get better? The Holy Qur’an is the recipe of peace and can only help people who are using its guidance. The Middle-East are not using it and not following their religion or teachings of the Holy Qur’an. Hence they cannot reap the benefits of Islam.
The final question was, how can religions interact for the good? Imam Sahib explained that no two people are the same in society. Islam recognises that everyone is different and that this can be overcome by competing with each other in matters of goodness. As stated in the Holy Qur’an:

“...vie then, with one another in good works” (2:149)
So people from different religions can unite in noble causes and come up with a joint plan for the betterment of society or humanity.

The Regional Amir N.West, Dr Naseer Choudhry then gave a vote of thanks, before a silent prayer was led by Imam Sahib. The meeting concluded at 6.45pm with refreshments served.
